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at assassination/* Mr* Morley describes the speech as one
44 of which precipitate credulity was not the only fault/* and
adds that " seldom has party spirit led eminent personages
to greater lengths of dishonouring absurdity/' Mr. Chamber-
lain, between whom and Parnell there was now no friendship,
was touring in Scotland at the time, and he announced the
news to his audience with every symptom of delight* This,
he said, was Parnell's death-warrant. The letter was repro-
duced in facsimile in the principal newspapers in America*
** It was propagated by the Tory party in pamphlet, in leaflet,
and in placard* A by-election was going on at Taunton the
moment of its appearance, and a circular was immediately
issued to all the electors with a copy of the facsimile letter/*1
There was unparalleled excitement in Parliament and in
the country* One man alone remained unperturbed: Parnell*
He had intended to take action against The Times, but was
dissuaded from doing so by three important members of
the House of Commons with whom he took counsel, one of
them being Mr* Morley* They advised him that an action,
heard before a jury of ignorant and prejudiced London shop-
keepers, would probably end in disagreement and be as dis-
astrous to him as a verdict finding him guilty* If the venue
of the case had been changed to Dublin, the verdict there
would probably be prejudiced in his favour and would not
be of any advantage to him* " To obtain a condemnation
of The Times at the Four Courts, as a means of affecting
English opinion, would not be worth a guinea/* says Mr.
Morley; and Parnell, exercising what must have been tre-
mendous self-restraint, took their advice* The Irish members
demanded an investigation of the charges made against their
leader by a committee of the House of Commons, but this
was refused by the Government, which suggested, instead,
that an action should be taken against The Times, with the
1 The Parnell Movement, by T, P* O'Connor, M*P*, p* 347*
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